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PPC Launches Christmas Project 2020 
By: Elaine Urbano 

CLARET DISASTER EMERGENCY- 
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

By: Fr. Larry Miranda, CMF 

THE YEAR 2020 has been most challenging for all of us, 
especially among all Claretian communities and institutions 
in the Philippine Province, as we faced natural calamities and 
disasters one after another. Last January, we responded col-
lectively to help affected communities in Batangas due to the 
eruption of Taal Volcano through our “Operation: Tulong Taal”. 
Two months after, we started our “Contra Covid-19: The 
Claretian Response” by distributing relief goods to the most 
affected communities and vulnerable sectors, face masks and 
PPEs to our frontliners, psycho-spiritual debriefings, among 

(continued on page 3)

“TULOY PA Rin Ang Pasko sa IHMP!” 
is a parish-wide Christmas project 
spearheaded by the Parish Pastoral 
Council to support our less fortunate 
brothers and sisters. There are 
boxes located inside the church 
where any parishioner can drop off 
the donation in cash or in kind.  

Those who opt to give in kind 
may bring rice, canned goods, hy-
giene kits, instant noodles, milk, cof-
fee, sugar, bottled water, tetra pack 

(continued on page 7)

KABATAANG CLARET AMIDST 
THE PANDEMIC 

By: Friland Fernandez 

AS WE RISE from the recent natural and man-made calam-
ities, we clearly see our purpose and strive to work on that so 
that we can be better servants of our fellow youth.  

Even during the enhanced and modified enhanced com-
munity quarantine periods, we never run out of ways on how 
we could still serve the youth in our parish. We had Online 
Lectio Divina for a month and particpated in the Nationwide 
Online Rosary hosted by the Claretian 
Youth Ministry. We helped out with the Sat-
urday Devotion to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary and continue to do so every first 
Saturday of the month. In collaboration 
with the Social Communications Ministry, 
we launched the IHMP Online Class Sup-
port which aims to help our students in 
their online classes by free use 
of our church's internet. We 
also joined various online Vi-
cariate Youth Ministry activities 
like Siete Palabras, online Sta-
tions of the Cross, talks on 
How to Take Good Care of 

(continued on page 6)
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REV. FR. EDUARDO C. APUNGAN, CMF 
Parish Priest 

CHRISTMAS IS a celebration. It is a celebration of the birth of 
our Savior Jesus Christ. It is a celebration of life and His offer 
of salvation. His birth in a manger is an invitation for us to be 
in solidarity with the lowly and His death on the cross is the 
highest seal of His love for us. Indeed, it’s a season of joy.  

This year 2020 has been a great challenge. The first 
quarter started with the call to help our brothers and sisters 
who suffered due to the Taal Volcano eruption. Towards the 
end of our Emergency Relief Operations, we were shocked 
again with the global COVID-19 health pandemic. We have 
almost spent the entire year with the series of quarantines 
that have caused us anxiety. We are still patiently waiting and 
hoping for the vaccines which the medical experts and scien-
tists are racing to have. In this last quarter of the year, we 
have once again been challenged to be in solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters battered by the onslaught of Typhoons 
Quinta, Rolly and Ulysses with its adverse effects due to our 
lack of care for creation. But we have remained steadfast. 
We have cried out to the Claret Emergency Humanitarian Re-
sponse for a solidarity campaign to support “Bangon Bico-
landia!, Laban Montalban!, and Damayan Cagayan!”  

Charity overflows for God is the real source and we are 
the channels of His outpouring providence. We have con-
quered those challenges because we hold on to God with 
faith as the source of life and the foundation of our strength. 
We hold on together in His love expressed in our compassion 
and solidarity for our brothers and sisters.  

This is the meaning of the Advent Season: turning away 
from our selfishness and sinfulness and turning to God. God 
has not abandoned us and He will never do!  

We hope that this year 2021 will be the redemption of 
the memories of the previous one. In our liturgical prepara-
tion, the lighted candles in the Advent wreath reminds us to 
hold on once again to the light of hope, peace, joy and faith. 
Let us keep it burning!  

Let this Christmas celebration be a celebration of God’s 
presence and love for us. Let us allow Jesus to dwell in our 
hearts. Together, we overcome these disasters in life. To-
gether, we heal as one. Together, we will win as one. We will 
embrace Him gladly. He is Emmanuel—God is with us!  

Let us together claim a joyful celebration of Christmas 
and proclaim a peaceful New Year.

THE SPIRIT is just around the corner, but our hearts and minds 
sometimes cannot relish the joy it brings. There are many 
things that worry us. Foremost of which is the pandemic that 
has limited our quality of life. But our hope is ever fresh be-
cause it rests in God who renews all things. So let the advent 
wreaths and Belens come out and bring warmth into our 
lives. Let the christmas trees and all its trappings come out in 
its glory. Let christmas lights drive the gloom of the present, 
and usher the marvelous light of God's glory. For unto us a 
Son is born. A new Sun rises for all.

NALALAPIT NA ang Pasko, isang panibagong hamon sa 
gitna ng pandemya. Ano na kaya ang susunod na man-
gyayari? Ito ang kadalasang binibigkas ng mga tao ngayon. 
Marahil dahil sa sunud-sunod na kalamidad at ang walang 
humpay na paghasik ng “COVID-19 virus”. Tila ba walang 
panahon magrelaks-relaks o “party-party” dahil bawal. Mar-
ami ang pinagbabawal, una na kailangan may “social dis-
tancing”, hindi basta-basta makadalaw sa mga kamag-ana-
kan lalung-lalo na sa mga probinsya, may “14 days 
quarantine” pa. Paano na ang Pasko? Paano na ang mga 
mahal natin sa buhay? Tuwing panahong ito lang natin sana 
nakakapiling. Paano na ba talaga?  

Magandang araw po sa inyong lahat, aking paunang 
bati. Tunay ngang mapaghamon ang mga araw natin 
ngayon subalit hindi tayo dapat manglumo o magpatalo, 
bagkus ating pagtibayin ang ating kalooban at pananam-
palataya. Ito ang pinakamalakas na sandata laban sa mga 
kahirapang ating nadarama. Ang ating kalooban ay pinag-
hihirap ng mga masasamang pangyayari sa panahong ito 
subalit atin ding alalahanin na ang ating pakiramdam ay 
hindi dapat mapanghina o masukol. Tayo’y may kaalaman, 
maparaan at may sipag na pangtapat sa anumang sakuna 
o kalamidad. Tayo’y mapagdasal sa Poong Maykapal. Tayo’y 

REV. FR. JONATHAN BITOY, CMF 
Parish Vicar 

PONG COPIACO 
PPC Lay Coordinator 

(continued on page 8)

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES 



others. With the eruption of Taal and the struggle in terms of 
mobility caused by the lockdowns due to the worldwide pan-
demic, we thought we had been through the worse. Not until 
the last quarter of the year when both the Philippines and 
Vietnam (as part of the Claretian Philippine Province), experi-
enced the harrowing effects of the recent string of typhoons 
that visited both countries. The Claretians of Vietnam started 
mobilizing themselves by doing relief distribution in the cen-
tral province of the country, mostly submerged in water. In 
the Philippines, the month of November witnessed two very 
strong typhoons which hit mostly parts of the island of Luzon. 
Typhoon Rolly, said to be the strongest this year, made a 
strong landfall in the Province of Albay in the Bicol region, 
while typhoon Ulysses lashed through many areas surround-
ing Metro Manila to as far as Cagayan Valley in the north. 
Both typhoons caused tremendous flooding and landslides 
in many provinces and in some areas in the Metro, especially 
in neighboring Montalban, Rodriguez in Rizal Province.  

Responding to the crisis, the Claretians came up with 
#CLARETparasaBICOL and #CLARETparasaMONTALBAN. 
With our Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in U.P. Village, as 
center of our mobilization, we were able to gather sufficient 
resources to aid some 520 households in Montalban during 
our recent relief distribution last November 29, 2020. A week 
after that, the Claretians proceeded to Albay to distribute 550 
relief packs to the municipalities of Guinobatan and Bacacay, 
the former being a community of upland farmers, the latter, 
fisherfolk along the coastal area.  

The Claretian Missionaries could not have done all these 
without the generosity of many people and communities, 
both in the Philippines and abroad, who shared their re-
sources to help the survivors of these calamities. To them, we 
sincerely give thanks. In the spirit of sharing and solidarity, 
especially during this time of Advent, we pray for all affected 
poorer communities in the same way that we pray for all who 
opened their hearts to help those who were in distress.

(Claret Disaster… continued from page 1)
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THE IHMP NEW EVANGELIZATION SERIES  
By: Bong & Marissa Doctor 

A VIBER message and a couple of Zoom meetings… this was how the IHMP New Evangelization Series was conceived.  
Ate Elaine Urbano, Asst. PPC Lay Coordinator, sent a viber message that our Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Educ Apungan, 

CMF, wanted to activate the DCPA7 (Diocese of Cubao Priority Agenda #7) in IHMP. The DCPA7 calls for maximizing 
New Media for Evangelization to disseminate the gospel and Catholic teachings through the production of creative 
media. The untimely intervention of the COVID-19 pandemic made it more urgent for the launching of this Forma-
tion/Evangelization series to be an instrument of spiritual upliftment and bring back the spirit of camaraderie of the 
IHMP community under the “New Normal”. Representatives of the major IHMP Ministries responded and had video 
conference meetings on July 29 and August 1, 2020, with Ate Elaine moderating. Kuya Bong and Ate Marissa Doctor 
(Formation Coordinators), Ate Antee Hernandez (Family Life Coordinator), Kath Mendoza (Social Communication 
Coordinator), Ate Grace Tejada (CFM Chair), Ate Marissa Ventura (Catechetical Ministry Coordinator) and Ate Charo 
Garcia (Diocese of Cubao Lay Formation Ministry). They collectively decided to invite speakers who will share their 
expertise in their respective fields to IHMP parishioners and others who may want to attend through the different 
social media platforms.  

The DCPA7 group was unanimous in having a noted expert on psycho-social medicine as the initial speaker con-
sidering the effects of the pandemic and community lockdown which have caused depression, panic, and anxiety 
amongst the citizenry. Thus, the IHMP New Evangelization Series had its debut session on August 8, 10:00am to 
12:00nn, with Maria Teresa A. Icasiano, MD, Head of the Psychiatry and Behavioral Medicine Section of the Philippine 
Heart Center, who readily accepted the invitation being an IHMP parishioner herself and talked on the topic, “Psy-
cho-social Problems Associated with the COVID-19 Lockdown”. This Series has since then been held every Saturday, 
3:00-5:00pm, and broadcast simultaneously via Zoom, FB Live, and YouTube for a wider demographic reach. 

On behalf of the IHMP Formation/Evangelization Team, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to all our 
dear parishioners and guests who joined our 18 webinar sessions every Saturday at 3-5pm via Zoom, FB Live, and 
YouTube since the Series was launched in August 8, 2020. Heartfelt thanks too to the various parish organizations 
and ministries for supporting us in this endeavor. Your monetary sponsorship and readiness to say the opening and 
closing prayers as well as the introduction of the speaker online truly helped us a lot! We appreciate your enthusiasm 
and vigor to make one of our parish formation/evangelization activities a success. We hope that these inspiring 
weekly sessions were able to help you cope with the anxieties and problems brought about by the pandemic lockdown. 
In our own little way, our fervent prayer is to make you realize that God loves us much! That no matter what the future 
brings, we should always remember the extent of God's infinite love, wisdom, and grace towards each one of us.  

With 2020 coming to an end, your Formation/Evangelization Team will find other ways to spread the word of 
God and His messages with more enriching topics and activities in our parish community come 2021.  

After Fr. Salvador “Buddy” Agualada, CMF, fresh from his studies in Rome, gave the last talk for the year on De-
cember 12, our beloved Parish Priest, Fr. Eduardo “Educ” Apungan, CMF, commended the Formation/Evangelization 
Team for its hard work and dedication in coming out with this Series since August. He was also glad that our Parish 
was able to perform its pastoral activities with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, doing social action, and carrying 
out formation programs amidst the lockdown. He then reminded the parishioners “to always be locked down to God 
and cling to God.” 

May our good Lord bless us all!  
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam (For the greater glory of God)!

Poster of 1st webinar talk Activities sponsored by the IHMP Evangelization Team

Webinar attendees via zoom
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IHMP NEW EVANGELIZATION SERIES 2020  
(Speaker-Topic-Sponsor)  

AUGUST 8, 2020  
Maria Teresa A. Icasiano, MD  
“Psycho-social Problems Associated with the 
COVID-19 Lockdown”  
Formation Ministry  

AUGUST 15, 2020  
Ms. Pura “Pure” Mondejar-Ordoña  
“Spiritual Warfare in the Family: Deliver Us from 
Evil, Lord”  
Family Life Ministry  

AUGUST 22, 2020  
Oliver and Narcie Grace Tejada  
“Families Coping with Pandemic”  
Christian Family Movement  

AUGUST 29, 2020  
Victoria N. Apuan, Ph.D  
“Growing Old Gracefully”  
Parish Age of Legacy Ministry\ 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Angelito “Lito” S. Ancla, CMF  
“Mary, Our M.O.T.H.E.R., Shield Us!”  
Eucharistic League  

SEPTEMBER 12, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Victor ”Vic” F. Sadaya, CMF  
“Living with Stress in the Time of Pandemic Crisis 
– A Psycho-Spiritual Perspective”  
Formation Ministry  

SEPTEMBER 19, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Alejandro “Alex” O. Gobrin, CMF  
“Biblical Spirituality and Crisis”  
Formation Ministry  

SEPTEMBER 26, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Julius Jose “Jay” A. Coching, CMF  
“Sacrifice of Praise: The Economy of Grace in 
the Time of COVID”  
Catechetical Ministry  

OCTOBER 3, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Restituto “Resty” A. Audal, Jr., CMF  
“Walking with Jesus: Lessons of Hope from the 
Emmaus Road  
(Luke 24:13-35)”  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  

OCTOBER 10 AND 17, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Jonathan A. Bitoy, CMF  
“Pandemic and Apocalyptic Imaginations”  
Lectors and Commentators  

OCTOBER 24, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Lorenzo "Larry" V. Miranda, CMF  
“The Claretian Mission in the Philippine 
Province”  
Parish Pastoral Council  

OCTOBER 31 AND NOVEMBER 7, 2020  
PRAYSING  

 

 NOVEMBER 14, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Anthony Q. Carreon, CMF  
“Ang Biblia at and Buhay: Mga Karanasan at 
Hamon – A Reflection on the Biblical Inspiration 
in the Entire Pastoral Life and Mission of the 
Church”  
Liturgical Affairs Ministry  

NOVEMBER 21, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Mauricio “Mau” T. Ulep, CMF  
“Thy Kingdom Come”  
Apostleship of Prayer  

NOVEMBER 28, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Ralden “Pipo” P. Mercadejas, CMF  
“Spirituality as Calling: A Response to 
Pandemic Crisis”  
Catholic Women’s League  

DECEMBER 5, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Dennis G. Tamayo, CMF  
“Give Us This Day… A Call for Stewardship at 
the Time of Crisis”  
Knights of Columbus  

DECEMBER 12, 2020  
Rev. Fr. Salvador “Buddy” G. Agualada, Jr., CMF, STD  
“Advent and Christmas in the Time of Pandemic”  
Formation Ministry 

FROM LEO HERNANDEZ: 
A call on Stewardship in time of crisis by Rev. Fr. 
Dennis Tamayo cmf nourished my faith during 
this pandemic Covid 19. The Our Father is the 
center of our being a Catholic. We pray for our-
selves and our needs as well as we forgive those 

who are around us! The prayer opens our eyes to reach out 
to others! We look to our Father Almighty as our ultimate 
beacon in our lives! Our light as we walk through our journey 
here on earth! Amen. 
 
FROM WELLA CALDERON: 

I find the webinar conducted by Fr. Bitoy titled 
“Pandemic and Apocalyptic Imaginations” very 
enlightening. It gave a new perspective on how 
we are to view the apocalypse or the end of 
times, as something not to be feared but to be 

looked forward to with joyful expectation. The talk affirms es-
chatological hope on how God will create the new heavens 
and new earth and restore all things to Himself. The talk also 
cautioned us not to attribute the pandemic as God’s work or 
God’s punishment related to the end of times, rather, God is 

at work in the world, sustaining and recreating the world de-
spite human sinfulness. Another valuable lesson I gained 
from this talk is that when we encounter the concept of end 
of times, we are to foster hope and not fear as we await 
Christ’s second coming in glory. 
 
FROM RALLY ABOG: 

Fr. Resty Audal, CMF shared his talk about an 
encounter on the “Road to Emmaus”. He men-
tioned that we all have dreams for a better life. 
However, sometimes our dreams are shattered 
and instead, we go through the most painful life 

experience.  
Our “walking away” from God’s promises will eventually 

be a “walking back” experience after we learn how im-
mensely He loves us.  

Fr. Resty challenges us to live our Emmaus story saying that 
in order for us to move on in life, we should learn to rec-
ognize, accept and allow Jesus to be at the center of our life. 
He is our true companion while we journey as travellers in 
this passing world. 

 

PREPARED BY:  
BONG and MARISSA DOCTOR  
Formation Ministry Coordinators

(continued on page 6)
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FROM GERALD ABASTILLAS: 
The New Evangelization Series of IHMP con-

tributes to the nourishment of our faith, knowl-
edge and experiences towards the different as-
pects of what we believe as Catholics. Despite 
the crisis that we are facing, it is a great blessing 

that we still have the opportunity to know, love, serve, praise, 
and follow our Lord Jesus Christ. May we always have the 
eargerness to feed our souls and mind. May we not be just 
the listeners of the Word but doers of the Word as well, even 
in the smallest ways possible. 

 
FROM JOSIE BINA: 

I wish to thank you and the whole IHMP New 
Evangelization team for spearheading all of the 
wonderful projects in the parish, esp. the talks 
every Saturday by eminent speakers on spiritual 
matters and relevant topics. They are enlight-

ening and are really helpful in sustaining our faith, hope and 
trust in our Lord. In particular, Fr. Vic Sadaya 's talk on Living 
with Stress in the Time of Pandemic Crisis (Psycho Spiritual 
Perspective) helped me personally. He gave guidelines in cop-
ing with stress during the pandemic, e.g., focus on what you 

can control, adapt to the new routine, maintain good health, 
discipline, think positive, among others. He also said that to 
live with stress in life, we should create a holistic program ad-
dressing our physical and emotional strength, mental attitude 
and psycho spiritual resources. To strengthen us spiritually, 
we should maintain a prayer program, have regular spiritual 
readings and reflections, attend Holy Masses regularly, etc. 
Overall, we should aim for a healthier, balanced life. Above 
all, let us look at how Jesus managed stress when He incar-
nated to live with his disciples during His public ministry, until 
his death on the cross. God bless us all! 

 
FROM DOLLEN MAGNAYE: 

I never missed joining the New Evangeliza-
tion Series of IHMP. It is something I look for-
ward to every Saturday.  

The webinars helped quench my thirst for God's 
word and find solace in Him and Mama Mary. 

It helped me cope up or manage stress, fear and anxiety 
brought about by the Covid 19 pandemic. It also deepened 
my faith in God knowing His presence in my life and my 
family. Lastly, it made me more mindful or understand others 
especially the Senior Citizens.

(IHMP New Evangelization Series 2020… continued from page 5)

Our Mother Earth, How Well Do You know Your Mother, Re-
connecting with Your Faith, Family and Life in This Pandemic, 
How Well Do You Know Your Father, Taking Care of Me Too: 
Re-thinking Self-Care in the Midst of Pandemic, Saint Jo-
seph's Workshop Reunion and 5 sessions of Theology of the 
Body. Some of our members also actively participated in some 

activities in the Diocesan level like YouLive and, this 2nd week 
of December, the Diocese of Cubao celebrated a week-long 
Online Diocesan Youth Day 2020 with the theme ARISE!  

There are indeed many ways for us to reach out to our 
youth (Binhi, Bukal, Siklab) and bring them even closer to the 
foot of the cross amidst the pandemic.

(Kabataang Claret Amidst the Pandemic… continued from page 1)
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IN THIS last ALAB issue for the year 2020, 
we have prepared for you articles that, on 
the one hand, show the responses of the 
parish community and the Claretian con-
gregation to those affected by the disasters 
and the still raging pandemic caused by 

COVID-19. On the other hand, to complement as it were, 
the physical efforts of the first, there have been the series 
of the IHMP New Evangelization talks that addressed the 
various concerns confronting all of us today, but from the 
eyes of faith.  

The article on the Claretian Emergency-Humanitarian 
Response gives us a glimpse of the variety of quick re-
sponses spearheaded by the Philippine Province of the 
Claretian Missionaries, from the beginning of the year - 
for the victims of the Taal eruption in January, to those se-
verely affected by typhoon Rolly in the Bicol region, and 
to those left homeless, displaced and hungry because of 
the latest typhoon, Ulysees, whose strong winds and rains 
lashed through Metro Manila and the surrounding nearby 
provinces, but also as far north as the Cagayan Valley.  

The youth of the parish, Kabataang Claret, have been 
very active, as seen in their article. They were also among 
those who helped the Claretians during the emergency 
and humanitarian runs. What we do not see except for 
those of you who have gone to the IHMP church during 
the quarantines, from the ECQ to the MECQ to the pre-
vailing GCQ, is that it is the youth who act as frontliners, 
especially at the entrance of the church, and as guides 
during Communion time, among many other unseen er-
rands that they do. We thank them!  

Heartwarming Christmas messages from our Parish 
Priest, Fr. Educ, CMF, Assistant Parish Priest, Fr. Jonathan, 
CMF, and our PPC Lay Coordinator, Kuya Pong, encour-
age us that amidst all the disasters but especially the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we hold the Hope that the Christ 
Child brings this Christmas and beyond.  

The DCPA 7 (DCPA = Diocese of Cubao Priority 
Agenda, 7 = #7 agenda item which encourages parishes 
in the Diocese to maximize new media for evangelization) 
group of the parish, moderated by Ate Elaine Urbano, 
Assistant PPC Lay Coordinator, at the behest of Fr. Educ, 
activated what is now known as the IHMP New Evange-
lization series. In the article on the said series, we read 
about when these took place, who were the speakers and 
sponsoring ministries or organizations. From the first talk 
on the effects of the pandemic on the mental health of 
people, to the last talk for this season, on Advent and 
Christmas in the time of pandemic, the talks on zoom, 
YouTube and FB live drew in parishioners and friends to 
attend and interact with the excellent resource persons. 
We have asked some parishioner-participants for their 
short reflections on the talks.  

News Bytes, a new feature of ALAB rounds up this 
issue, welcomes Fr. Buddy (Salvador Agualada), CMF 
from his successful studies and defense of doctoral dis-
sertation in Rome. We also thank the Enciso family 
headed by energetic couple 
and former PPC Laycouple 
Coordinator, Kuya Manny 
and Ate Beth Enciso, for the 
simple yet beautiful Belen in 
the church.  

Thank you to all our con-
tributors to the ALAB issues 
of 2020! We hope to have 
you again in our future is-
sues, as well as invite new 
ones to join.  

A Blessed Christmas and Peaceful New Year to all of us!
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EDITORIAL NOTE:

(PPC Launches Christmas Project 2020… continued from page 1)

juice, biscuits, powder detergent/cleaning agents and 
slippers.  

Please note that some Ministries and Organizations have 
been assigned specific Simbang Gabi schedules to bring their 
donations but they may still choose to bring them anytime 
from today until December 24, 2020. 

We will start distributing the gift packs on December 23. 
Any additional donations will be distributed before New Year. 
Beneficiaries will be the elderly and PWDs living in com-

munities under the umbrella of our parish and victims of Ty-
phoon Ulysses.  

Those who prefer to donate via IHMP's BPI, Chinabank 
and GCash accts may do so. Kindly indicate that it is for this 
said project when you email the bank confirmation to 
ihmp_claret@yahoo.com.ph. 

On behalf of our less fortunate brothers and sisters, we 
thank you for your generosity and support.
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NEWS BYTES 
OUR IHMP Advent celebration will 
never be the same without the pres-
ence of our beautiful Christmas 
Belen! Heartfelt gratitude goes to the 
Enciso Family c/o Manny & Beth En-
ciso, longtime parish lay leaders, for 
always sponsoring the creation of our 
Christmas belen the past several 

years. Our parishioners are truly lucky to witness the beautiful lifesize 
statues of St Joseph, Blessed Virgin Mary, the 3 wise kings, and the Baby 
Jesus. One can feel the excitement of the Christmas season just by seeing 
the belen despite the pandemic. The family's generosity reflects the real 
spirit of giving and sharing of one's blessings to others this Christmas. 
 

WELCOME BACK, Rev. Fr. Salvador "Buddy" 
G. Agualada, Jr., CMF, STD!  

Fr. Buddy went to Rome in 2009 for his Li-
centiate in Sacred Theology at the Pontifical 
Gregorian University where he obtained the de-
gree after 2 years. Hence, in 2011, he came 
back to the Philippines. In 2015, their General 
Superior then, Fr. Joseph Abella, CMF (now 
Bishop in Japan), asked him to go back to 
Rome to pursue his Doctorate in Sacred The-
ology at the same University. He successfully 
defended his dissertation last October 2020.  

He was a former Director of the Claret 
School of Quezon City and former President of 
the Saint Anthony Mary Claret College. 

He was the speaker for the IHMP New Evangelization Series entitled 
“Advent and Christmas in the Time of Pandemic” last December 12, 2020. 
For those who missed this very informative and enlightening talk, you 
may visit the IHMP Church Page via FB or the IHMP Official Channel via 
YouTube.  

We are blessed to have you back here helping out with the Philippine 
Province of the Claretian Missionary Fathers, Fr. Buddy!

EDITORIAL BOX 
 

This parish newsletter is published by the IHMP Social Communications Ministry 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR          :     Fr. Eduardo Apungan, CMF (PARISH PRIEST) 
SOCCOM COORDINATOR :    Kath Mendoza 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF           :    Ma. Rosario Garcia 
ASSISTANT EDITOR         :    Rizha V. Tantoco 
MANAGING EDITOR        :    Elaine Urbano 
LAYOUT ARTIST              :    Miriam Cruz 

CONTRIBUTORS: 
Fr. Larry Miranda, CMF, Friland Fernandez, Elaine Urbano,  
Bong & Marissa Doctor

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to all!

nananalangin para sa ating kabutihan at tayo’y naghahan-
gad ng kabutihan para sa lahat. Marahil isipin na lang natin 
na isang hamon ang lahat ng ito, hamon laban sa ating ka-
kayahang manatiling mabuti, marangal, masipag at mapag-
dasal sa gitna ng kahirapan. Sakaling ito’y hamon o sukatan 
ng ating dangal at tiyaga, dapat pag-ibayuhin pa natin ang 
kagandahan ng ating ginagawa. Ang manatiling matatag, 
mapagmahal, mapagkumbaba at maawain sa kapwa ay 
mga halimbawa ng tamang damdamin. Ito marahil ang 
gustong makita sa bawa't isa ng ating Panginoon. Tayo’y na-
nanalangin. Dapat ating isipin gaano kalakas ang ating 
pananampalataya. Marahil isa din ito sa mga pagsubok sa 
atin. Ang pagdarasal ay hindi lamang sa salita. Ito’y may 
kaakibat na paggawa o pagkilos ng walang inaasahan. Sa-
mahan pa natin ng pagngiti sa kapwa na walang halong 
malisya. Tinitiyak ko na ito’y kaaya-aya.  

Kaya mga kapatid, tayo’y magdiwang ng may kagala-
kan. Sa panahong ito, hamon ito sa ating matibay at mata-
tag na karangalan. Huwag tayo pahuhuli sa mga salot na 
dulot ng mga kaganapan sa taong ito bagkus tayo’y kumi-
los, magpadama ng pagmamahal sa kapwa at manatiling 
mapagdasal sa ating Poong Maykapal. Mahal tayo ng ating 
Poong Diyos. Sinusukat Niya ang ating pananampalataya at 
kapag ating nalampasan ang hamon na ito ay tiyak din ang 
ating kaligtasan.  

Maraming salamat po sa mga taong walang humpay 
ang pagtulong sa ating Parokya, sa mga “frontliners” na hu-
maharap at naninilbihan sa ating simbahan, sa mga “youth” 
na naasahan at sa mga iba pang mga mamamayan na tu-
mutulong at nagmamahal sa kapwa. Maraming salamat po 
at nawa’y manatiling matatag ang inyong buhay at pagpa-
lain tayo ng ating Poong Maykapal. 

(Christmas Messages… continued from page 2)


