
The installation rite commenced with Fr. Educ leading the profession of faith, followed by his renewal of ordination promises.  Then, the 
Most Rev. Bishop Ongtioco entrusted to Fr. Educ the places where the Sacraments of Baptism and Reconciliation are celebrated, and also 
the key of the Tabernacle. 
Hence, Bishop Ongtioco brought Fr. Educ to the Baptistry 
as a reminder of our dignity as children of God which we 
received through the Sacrament of Baptism; to the Confes-
sion Room which signifies the mercy and forgiveness of 
God that free us from the clutches of sin through the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation; to the Tabernacle where Bishop 
Ongtioco gave the key of the tabernacle to Fr. Educ as a sign 
of his primary duty to nourish his flock with the word of 
God and the body and blood of Christ through the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist; and finally, Bishop Ongtioco sat Fr. 
Educ on the presider’s chair which signifies his leadership 
in worship and service, especially to the poor.  The installa-
tion rite culminated with the kiss of peace of the Most Rev. 
Bishop Ongtioco, D.D. to our new parish priest, Fr. Eduardo 
C. Apungan, CMF.
continue on page 2
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Let us all pray for Fr. Educ, our new shepherd, that his ministry be 
a light of unity for the different sectors of our community, and may 
his life be an invitation to service.

Congratulations Fr. Educ!

But serious circumstances overtook us all. As we all know and 
have experienced, almost everything came to a standstill as a 
then unknown virus caused a worldwide pandemic. We have just 
finished two whole months of Enhanced Community Quaran-
tine (ECQ) which has restricted much of our physical move-
ments and activities. Even as NCR was placed on Modified 
ECQ (MECQ) in May, and as of this writing, under a General 
Community Quarantine or GCQ since June 1, which has just 
been extended to July 15. The pandemic caused by COVID-19 
continues.

continue on page 3

ItIt hurts me more to refuse other health frontliners 
looking for shelter when other dormitories 
(churches, schools and other LGU-sponsored 
private facilities) have decided to stop.  I cannot turn 
my back to their stories.  Several of them live 
outside Metro Manila making it difficult to travel or 
get a room in a boarding house for the reason of 
theirtheir being a health frontliner.   Laundry shops 
hesitate to accept their clothes.   A solo parent had to 
leave her little child to serve the hospital and a 
pregnant woman continues to serve despite her con-
dition.  A few young female nurses have to take a 
bicycle or use the motorbikes to go to work even for 
their night shift.   Other nurses have to distance 
themselves from relatives because of the presence 
of sick members in the family.  A nurse even has to 
stay away from his very old parents just to continue 
serving others. 

I was warned of the possible burden of the expenses 
of water and electricity given the situation that the 
prohibition of public worship and mass gathering 
means a “zero income” situation.   But God is 
indeed loving and generous.   It all started when a 
medical doctor came to the door of the convent and 
offered his contribution to help the most vulnerable 
sectorssectors – the elderly and the PWD’s of the parish 
especially in the urban poor communities.  As more 
health frontliners were accommodated in our 
church, more donations from healthworkers and 
company and from the parishioners reached the 
parish.  Donations also came in for milk and diapers 
of the poor children.   The way to teach people to be 
generousgenerous is to be generous to them as the way to 
teach them about love is to love them. 



Alas, our celebration is muted by the pandemic that con-
fronts us. But since faith is stronger and more creative than 
sickness, we celebrate our collective spirit of faith creatively. 
Our love for God and the Immaculate heart of Mary will 
find a way.

And so, on the occassion of our Parish Fiesta, I greet all our 
parishioners a blessed and grace-filled celebration. May love 
forever burn in our hearts just like it does in Mary's heart.

Fiestas are occasion for the community 
to gather together and celebrate what's 
best among them. Foremost of which is 
their vibrant and lively faith translated 
in the many acts of worship, thanksgiv-
ing and loving kindness that the faith 
community have shown throughout 
the yeathe year. 

“Padre, puede ba makituloy sa simbahan?  Kahit mahirap, kai-
langan kami ngayon!  May matuluyan lang!”  I received this 
call from a health frontliner from one of the frontline hospitals 
within our parish pleading for refuge in the midst of the 
COVID 19 pandemic.  Some leaders in the communities also 
told me, “Basta Father, huwag niyo kami kalimutan.  Magtu-
lungan tayo.  Kaya natin ‘to!”  As a pastor, they are my sheep 
who need rest and assured me that all may be well. 

Full of gratitude for the previous year, we welcomed this year 
with much hope and enthusiasm.  I was installed as your 
pastor on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. The bishop re-
minded me to be a gentle father, compassionate shepherd and 
wise teacher.  And the big challenge is to be a compassionate 
shepherd.  We cannot close our eyes to the realities of re-
sponding to the victims of natural disasters and a health pan
demic.
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After a month-long humanitarian emergency response to the 
victims of the Taal Volcano eruption, reaching out to more 
than 2,000 family-beneficiaries, we are confronted again with 
the challenge of the COVID 19 health pandemic.  Due to the 
state-sanctioned series of quarantine policies such as the tran-
sition from simple community quarantine to ECQ, MECQ, 
GCQ and hopefully MGCQ to the New Normal state, our 
parishparish and communities have to survive with limited resources 
and strict observance of health protocols.  Despite that, the 
parish has been able to reach out to more than 3,000 parishio-
ners and those who ask for assistance such as the elderly, 
PWDs, children, tricycle drivers, urban poor community lead-
ers, and health frontliners.   

Right after the announcement of the national “lockdown,” I 
mobilized the young and able volunteers for the celebration of 
the Holy Eucharist via online live streaming and continue to 
administer the pastoral and sacramental activities with the 
help of my young and able brother-priests.  The Word of God 
is not being locked down.  While the parishioners are asked to 
“stay at home”, our pastors, being one of the frontliners 
“refuse“refuse to stay at home” to fulfill the mission of responding to 
the needs of the people.  The church is a refuge of people.  The 
church is a house of prayer in action, a place for holiness and 
compassion.  Jesus assures us of his love and compassion. 

My dear parishioners, especially those who are vulnerable to 
health risks, I appeal to you for your understanding with 
regard to the implementation of strict policies in observing 
health protocols.  Let us not be a burden to our young church 
frontliners.  They take the risk for us to survive.  Let us help 
one another.  Let us stay strong together.   Let us heal as one.  
This time, ALL of us are frontliners!

FFr. Eduardo Apungan, CMF
Parish Priest

Called to M ission
I Have Chosen YOUth
Year of the YOUTH



 It was such an amazing experience for us, BuKaS, to have that kind 
of concert.  We will never forget it and we will always bring all the 
learnings that we had from the concert.  Big thanks to the Spinola 
Sisters, to our Concert Director Sir Tex Oposa for guiding us and 
helping us since day one of our preparation, to our BEC leaders who 
also gave their support and to our families who gave their 100% 
support.  May God continue to spread his love by using every youth 
to inspire and to love others.to inspire and to love others.



DuringDuring the first part of the concert, Gerald Abastillas, the Coordinator of the Parish Youth and Vocation Ministry, 
shared how he questioned God's love when he lost his brother.  He even asked God, "Why? Why did it have to be 
my brother when all I do is to serve You?"  But through the prayers of his family and everyone around him, Gerald 
was able to see that everything has a reason, and despite what happened, he is still God's beloved.  David Caran-
dang also shared his story on being gifted.  When he was still a child, he didn’t know where his strengths were.  
But as time passed by, God slowly revealed to him that he can do so much more, that he can do so many things and 
these gifts should be used to serve God and His people.  these gifts should be used to serve God and His people.  

Grace Bagat, despite her very young age, answered "yes" to serve the Lord.  At first, she was very doubtful whether she will be able to 
do it or not.  But God had a way of enlightening her, showing her that she will not be doing it alone.  Now, Grace is saying "yes", 
knowing that she is empowered by the Lord, possessing a "1 Tim 4:12" attitude.  Lastly, a sharing about the "Filipino Youth in Mission" 
was given by Kath Mendoza. She shared how God is moving her through missions in the different organizations, parishes and minis-
tries.  She was able to interact with different races when she attended GenFest: Beyond Borders 2018 with other IHMP youth.  GenFest 
isis a gathering of all the youth all over the world that promotes unity regardless of race and religion.  In that event, she was able to learn 
what unity is all about and learned how to interact with other people even if they do not have the same language or belief.

The Concert ended with a kickoff for the Year of Ecumenism, 
Interreligious Dialogue and Indigenous Peoples wherein our very 
own parish priest, Fr. Eduardo Apungan, CMF, had a short talk on 
what this liturgical year really means, encouraging everyone to be 
one with the church in this mission.

TheThe Year of The Youth may have ended, but for all the youth, it 
just started.  The mission doesn't end only within the vicinity of 
our church but goes forth wherever we are and whoever we are 
interacting with.  Everyone, especially the youth, is challenged to 
embody the theme "Filipino Youth in Mission: Beloved, Gifted, 
Empowered" not just today but  throughout their lives and use this 
to be God's vessel in achieving world peace.



 In dialogue with these three elements, four forms of dialogue are proposed without any distinction as to which is to be given 
priority: dialogue of life, dialogue of action, dialogue of theological exchange, and dialogue of religious experience. 

 In the dialogue of life, people are encouraged to, openly and in a neighborly spirit, share “their joys and sorrows, their human 
problems and preoccupations, their human problems and preoccupations.” In the dialogue of action, all are called to “collabo-
rate for the integral development and liberation of people.”

 In the dialogue of theological exchange, “specialists seek to deepen their understanding of their respective religious heri-
tages, and to appreciate each other’s spiritual values.” And the dialogue of religious experience happens, “where persons, 
rooted in their own religious traditions, share their spiritual riches, for instance with regard to prayer and contemplation, faith 
and ways of searching for God or the Absolute.”

 “The ultimate purpose of dialogue is for the whole humanity to live in harmony and fraternal love.” Hopefully as the year 
progresses, more concrete actions can be undertaken so as to be able to live out this theme in preparation for the forthcoming 
500th year anniversary of Christianity in the Philippines.

The event paved way for the leaders to be united and to be as a family, not just in the ministry but in their personal lives 
as well.  Every youth is called to mission and to love every day.  This is what the leaders realized during the training and 
will be their stronghold at times of struggles.



The Immaculate Heart: Help of All ChristiansIH MP Fiesta 2020
By Agie Inocencio

TheThe month of June marks FIESTA TIME for the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
(IHMP). Fiestas are always festive events filled with activities for parishioners to 
enjoy and celebrate the feast of our Patroness. Past fiestas would see us having a 
kick-off mass a month or two before the actual Fiesta with an Hermano and Hermana 
Mayor plus a long line of sponsors during the Presentation of the Gifts. A motorcade 
and a procession would also be held on Fiesta Day. Sponsors would also be present 
during Novena Masses and the church would be beautifully decorated with lots of 
flowersflowers with a visiting Bishop presiding in the Fiesta Mass. After the mass, there 
would be a fellowship dinner for all parishioners who will then enjoy a show featuring 
the different ministries and organizations of the parish. Last year was the most special 
because aside from the Fiesta, we also celebrated our Golden Jubilee as a parish.

This 2020 was a different story. In the midst of this pandemic, with all the challenges 
facing the world, the country and even our own parish, was there anything to celebrate 
at all? The answer was: “Of course, there is! We celebrate our lives, our parish and our 
Patroness!”

So,So, on June 28, 2020, we celebrated our Parish fiesta with the theme: The Immaculate 
Heart: Help of All Christians with Assistant Parish Priest, Fr. Jonathan Bitoy, CMF, as 
presider of the Fiesta Mass. This was preceded by the novena masses live streamed on 
the @IHMPOfficial Facebook Page at 6:00PM from June 19 to 27, 2020 with the 
Claretian Missionaries as presiders. Themes for the novena masses were divided into 
three groups: Mary in the Time of Corona, Mary in the Time of Quarantine and lastly, 
Mary in the New Normal with a corresponding title of Mary featured for reflection 
per novena mass.per novena mass.
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It was a far cry from our usual novena and fiesta masses. There were only a handful of people present in church due to the pre-
vailing General Community Quarantine but there were more celebrating the mass online in the safety of their homes. Altar 
decorations were modest but elegant. Lectors, Altar Servers and the Choir also served at the masses. One new ministry was 
also present: the IHMP Ministry of Frontliners who ensured that safety protocols were followed by all those present in church. 
Also present in church were members of the Social Communications Ministry who have been live streaming the masses since 
the Enhanced Community Quarantine was declared in March.

Aside from the Novena and Fiesta masses, we had a new versio n of the Fiesta Program. This time, it was an online concert en-
titled “QuarantSING! An online concert for Mary, Gracious Comforter and Queen (MGCQ)” that was live streamed on June 
27, 2020. Fr. Jay Coching, CMF and Mary Ann Cruz hosted the online concert wherein over 200 parishioners participated as 
performers and video editors. Pre-recorded videos were presented with the online audience actively participating through their 
comments, likes, hearts and shoutouts. Total audience reach for the live streaming was 3,200 people from all over the Philip-
pines, Australia, Canada, Italy and the US.

continue on page 9



QuarantSING! had parishioners praying (invocation video sung and created by Raffy Garcia), reminiscing (Heart to Heart Re-
loaded and Jubilee Lookback videos), exercising (#WeDanceAsOne featuring the IHMP Seniors, parishioners, priests and 
IHMP staff doing a retro-Zumba number), reflecting (Choral Recitation by the IHMP Lectors and Commentators Ministry of 
Magkaugnay, a poem about being apart during quarantine but still linked by the common bond of love and community written 
by Agie Inocencio), being inspired by songs from the St. Anthony Mary Claret College Seminarians, Fr. Larry Miranda, CMF 
andand the Dilaab Music Ministry (singing an original composition by parishioner Jasmine Aquino, “Stronger Together As One” 
featuring a video of the Contra-Covid 19 Response of the Claretian Missionaries Philippine Province), smiling (from the appre-
ciation and fiesta greetings of beneficiaries of the IHMP Contra-Covid 19 projects), feeling hopeful (from the dance Liwanag at 
Gabay featuring the Kabataang Claret), being assured that the new normal is still a wonderful world (from the song of the Clar-
etian Missionaries). In the end, all praises go back to God through Mary’s Magnificat (Ang Puso Ko’y Nagpupuri sung by the 
IHMP Music Ministry). Special thanks go out to the coordinators and video editors of each number, to our Technical Director, 
Kathleen Mendoza, to our scriptwriters Mary Ann Cruz and Agie Inocencio, and the entire Fiesta Committee 2020.

It was indeed an unusual fiesta celebration. What was usual, though, was the generosity and love for the parish and our Patron-
ess shown by the parishioners in these fiesta activities. Viva Maria!



It was in 1987 when he joined the College of Philosophy of the Claret Seminary in Tandang Sora.  
He graduated in 1991.  Then he had his Postulancy and Novitiate in Bunguiao, Zamboanga City, 
also with the Claretians.  His First Profession to the Claretian Congregation was in May 1993.  
He then took his Bachelor of Sacred Theology at the Loyola School of Studies for four years.  
While studying, he did pastoral work in the BEC Program of IHMP Maluso, Basilan.  He was or-
dained as Deacon in 1997 and as Priest on April 25, 1998.

His first assignment was as Parish Priest of Maluso, Basilan in June 1998 to 2000.  Afterwards, 
he went back to Manila and started the Claret Urban Poor Apostolate.  He was elected to the Pro-
vincial Council of the Claretians, where he served from 2007 to 2015, as Provincial Consultor 
and Prefect of Apostolate.   During his nine-year stint, he also became the Spiritual Director of 
Claret College of Isabela, Basilan for a year and the School Director of Claret School of Quezon 
City in 2009 and its Finance Administrator in 2010.  And as earlier mentioned, in 2016, he 
became the Provincial Superior of the Philippine Province of the Claretian Congregation.  In his 
twelvetwelve years of leadership in the Claretian Congregation, he hurdled a lot of challenges including 
the handling of pastoral work set up and the opening of missions such as the one in Myanmar.  

On April 22, 2019, he assumed the position of Parish Priest of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish (IHMP) here in Quezon 
City.  He was installed by Bishop Honesto Ongtioco, DD of the Diocese of Cubao on January 12, 2020.  What the Bishop said 
struck him and remains as his guide – to be a gentle father, compassionate shepherd and wise teacher to the parishioners.

Our hardworking and very accomplished Fr. Educ believes in three major things: pastoral presence and accompaniment when 
it comes to his service to the parishioners, aligning this to the objectives of the Diocese while carrying it out based on the con-
gregational pastoral mandate. 

He admits ours is a big parish but it does not pose as an 
obstacle to him because we have a lot of leaders.  The 
challenge he feels is for him to act as an agent of unity 
and familiarity, specifically between the villages and the 
urban poor communities, while he paves the way of all 
our parishioners and IHMP’s lay leaders towards one 
pastoral direction.  This will encourage not so much the 
multiplicationmultiplication of activities but the pastoral collaboration 
of the different ministries.

All these show how full of depth, capable and intelligent 
our parish priest is.  As Bishop Nes said, we are blessed 
because we are truly in good hands.  

More power to you, Fr. Educ!  Rest assured that we, the 
parishioners, are here to support you in this God-given 
endeavor.

Meet our Newly Installed Parish Priest
 By:  Rizha V. Tantoco

Many of us actually know our newly installed parish priest, Fr. 
Eduardo “Educ” Claud Apungan, CMF, since he was Superior of 
the Philippine Province of the Claretians from 2016 to 2019.  But 
it would be interesting to get to know him better, so here goes…
FFr. Educ was born to a family of farmers, which he takes pride in, 
on January 26, 1970 in Pigcawayan, Cotabato.  Our golden boy 
comes from a family of five siblings, 4 boys and a girl.  He is the 
second to the eldest of Felix Apungan, Sr.+ and Rosita Claud 
Apungan. 
 

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH

The turning point in his life was in high school when he felt his calling to priesthood.  His being active in the different school 
organizations at Notre Dame of Pigcawayan, such as his stint as President of the Student Council, his participation in several 
religious clubs, and his involvement and leadership in various social action activities, were pivotal to his becoming a priest 
and what he has accomplished at his age.  He heard of the Claretian Seminary in a vocation campaign and the rest is history.
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